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Teddy Bear Run by Karen Brown 

April--the smell of cherry blossoms in the air.  Ahhhh………CHOO! (But that’s a personal prob-
lem.)  It was time for the Cherry Festival in The Dalles.  We had a dozen Salem HOG mem-
bers meet at Salem Harley at 7 AM, to ride to The Dalles for the Teddy Bear Parade before 
the Cherry Festival Parade in downtown of The Dalles.  After so much rain in March, it was 
nice for a change.  Not ‘the most spring beautiful day you ever saw’, but nice enough for a 
300 mile ride. 

As planned, Bob Wiro led us out at 7:30: twelve in all.  We took I-5 to Wilsonville rest stop, 
and met three more Salem HOG members there.  Off we went on the interstate again at 8.  
Troutdale was the stop for thirsty bikes, picked a few more bikes there, and we were back on 
I-84 by 9 AM.  We arrived at the meet-up lot at 10 AM: perfect!  Had some time to fasten on 
our teddy bears, stroll around to see other bears and get reacquainted with friends from far-
flung points who also made it to The Dalles for this big event. 

There must have been 500 bikes there…maybe more.  I didn’t count them, but I have count-
ed at other events, so I have an idea what 200 or 250 looks like, and this was a lot more!!  
The bikes precede the actual parade, and this is good.  We don’t have to idle so slowly as 
people walking in the parade, and we are in front of all horses.  You can fill in the blank 
about that.  We started at 10:30, and arrived back at our meet-up point by 11.  We donated 
our teddy bears to ABATE , and most of the HOG group headed to Hood River for lunch: the 
Char- Grill on the west end, river side of the freeway.  I hadn’t eaten there before, and I 
found their Cobb Salad to be quite good. 

But before leaving The Dalles, Bob and I navigated to the purported non-ethanol gas station 
on the east side of town: an independent named Veltex, on the south side of East Second 
Street.  (The main way into town if you get off the freeway at Highway 197. )  We weren’t 
disappointed: they had the real deal—92 octane, pure gasoline.  There were a lot of other 
bikes filling there too.  We got to the restaurant after most people had their food, and soon 
were gobbling with the rest of them.  Since we arrived late, they left without us: to fuel up, 
and most were planning on taking the interstates back to Salem. 

We took a different route: as soon as we hit Gresham, we got off of I-84, and took Hogan 
Road down to Damascus (or Dam-Ass-Cuss, as I have been told it is supposed to be pro-
nounced), and wound our way through Estacada, Molalla and Silverton to get to Salem.  So 
much nicer than the freeway, especially on such a nice day.  We made it back to our non-
ethanol gas station in Salem too. J 

Funny thing though: I didn’t see any cherries in bloom in The Dalles… 
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QUICK TIPS: Guidelines For Riding With A Passenger On Your Motorcycle 
submitted by Jim Johnson 

Legal Considerations  
1. All state laws and requirements for carrying a passenger must be followed.  

2. Some states have specific equipment requirements. Examples: the motorcycle must have passen-

ger footrests, passengers must be able to reach the footrests, and a motorcycle must have a 

separate seating area for a passenger.  

3. The decision to carry a child, assuming all safety and legal factors have been considered, is left to 

the parent or guardian. Ensure that the child is mature enough to handle the responsibilities, tall 

enough to reach the footrests, wears a properly fitted helmet and other protective gear, and 

holds onto you or the passenger hand-holds. Check your state’s laws; a few states have set min-

imum ages for motorcycle passengers.  

Operator Preparation  

1. Passengers should be considered as a second “active” rider so they can help ensure that safety 

and procedural operations are correctly followed.  

2. A passenger will affect the handling characteristics of a motorcycle due to the extra weight and 

independent motion.  

3. A passenger tends to move forward in quick stops and may “bump” your helmet with theirs.  

4. Starting from a stop may require more throttle and clutch finesse.  

5. Braking procedures may be affected. Braking sooner and/or with greater pressure may be re-

quired.  

6. More weight over the rear tire may increase the usefulness and stopping power of the rear brake, 

especially in quick stop situations.  

7. Riding on a downgrade will cause braking distance to increase compared to a flat surface.  

8. Extra caution is called for in a corner because of the extra weight. Cornering clearances may be 

affected.  

9. More time and space will be needed for passing.  

10. The effects of wind, especially side wind, may be more pronounced.  

Motorcycle Preparation  

1. The motorcycle must be designed to accommodate a passenger.  

2. The motorcycle owner’s manual should be reviewed for manufacturer’s tips about motorcycle set-

up as well as any related operational recommendations.  

3. The motorcycle’s suspension and tire pressure may need adjustment.  

4. Care should be taken to not exceed the weight limitations specified in the owner’s manual.  

Passenger Preparation  

1. Passengers should be tall enough to reach the footrests and mature enough to handle the respon-

sibilities.  

2. Passengers should wear proper protective gear.  
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3. Passengers should receive a safety briefing (see #7 below).  

4. Passengers should consider themselves a second operator and share responsibility for safety.  

General Safety Considerations  

1. You need to be experienced in the motorcycle’s operation and have a safety-oriented attitude before 

taking on the added responsibility of carrying a passenger.  

2. Practice low-speed clutch/throttle control as well as normal and emergency braking in a low-risk area 

like an open parking lot, with a passenger.  

3. Use caution in cornering and develop cornering skills over time to ensure passenger comfort and 

safety.  

4. Use caution in corners as clearance may be affected.  

5. Use MSF’s Search, Evaluate, Execute strategy (SEESM) to increase time and space safety margins.  

6. Allow time for a passenger to adjust to the sense of speed and the sensation of leaning; speeds 

should be conservatively safe and reasonable until a passenger acclimates to the proper riding 

techniques.  

7. Ensure passengers follow safety procedures:  

a. Complete personal protective gear is properly in use.  

b. Hold operator’s waist or hips, or motorcycle’s passenger hand-holds.  

c. Keep feet on footrests at all times, including while stopped.  

d. Keep hands and feet away from hot or moving parts.  

e. When in a corner, look over the operator’s shoulder in the direction of the corner.  

f. Avoid turning around or making sudden moves that might affect operation.  

g. If crossing an obstacle, stand on the pegs with the knees slightly bent and allow the legs to 

absorb the shock upon impact.  

8. Allow more time for passing.  

9. Be ready to counter the effects of wind.  

10. Avoid extreme speeds and dramatic lean angles.  

11. Be ready for a passenger “bump” with their helmet or with their whole body sliding forward during 

hard braking.  

12. Start the motorcycle before the passenger mounts.  

13. Have the passenger mount after the motorcycle’s stand is raised and the motorcycle is securely 

braced. Hold the front brake lever if the surface isn’t level.  

14. Have the passenger dismount first.  

15. Annually complete a Basic RiderCourse 2 – Skills Practice with a passenger.  

16. Have frequent passengers complete a Basic RiderCourse so they can better understand the oper-

ator’s task.  
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Discover Oregon—Run to the Barn 
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Ode to the Bavarian Haus by Jim and Martha Kosel 
 

Sometimes you want to go 

to the Bavarian Haus. 

Where Shaun and Jackie know your name, 

and they’re always glad you came. 

 

You wanna go where people know, 

people are all the same, 

You wanna go where everybody knows 

your name. 

 

Making your way in Mt. Angel today 

Takes everything you’ve got; 

Jerry and Tom taking a break from all their worries 

Sure would help a lot. 

 

Wiener schnitzel with cabbage red 

Or crispy frog legs spread 

Decadent German Chocolate Cake 

Doppelbock lager a perfect partake. 

 

Shaun and Jackie with all their  

Chamber and committee meeting nights 

We’ll miss all your 

Wurstfest, July 4th, and hog sights. 

 

Where Shaun and Jackie knew your name 

and the crew was always glad you came. 

The Bavarian Haus now gone, 

their endeavor 

shall remain forever. 

 

Credits to Gary Portnoy and Judy Hart Angelo for their creation of Cheers theme lyrics. 

If you have not heard 

The Bavarian Haus has  

Permanently Closed 

We can’t Thank Our  Friends at  Salem HOG  

Enough for All the  Ongoing  Support  

You have All been Great 

We will Miss  

Being a Place for Bikers  To Hang 

We have High Hopes 

To Become  “Bikers” again 

Many , Many Thanks 

Shaun & Jackie 
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Hot Rod Poker Run 
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Rose City 250 
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Rose City 250 
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For those that are interested in going on the 

Cowboy Dinner Tree Ride  

Darrell Rybloom has reserved 15 rooms at the  

Desert Inn Motel in Christmas Valley 

 You need to call and reserve your room as it is first come, first served. You need to tell the motel person 

that you are with the  

Salem HOG Group. 

 The phone no. is 541-576-2262. Darrell will hold these rooms until just before we go on the ride. The 

ride is July 23 and 24 th. 

 Thanks, Bill Rietz 

Check the web site for the most  

Up-to-Date 

and complete information. 

And Great Photos 

www.salemhog.org 
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SALEM HARLEY OWNERS GROUP #1997 

SALEM HARLEY-DAVIDSON. 3601 SILVERTON RD., NE, SALEM, OR 97303 

PH: 503-363-0634 

Patches and Pins 

Patches and the Salem HOG Chapter Pin are available at all chapter meetings.  

No matter what your preference, large or small, there is something for you. 

Checkout the display at the front table prior to the meeting, 

 during the break, or immediately after  the meeting. 

Large National HOG Patch $20.00   -   Large Salem HOG Rocker $20.00 

Large Reflective National HOG Patch $25.00 

Small National HOG Patch $10.00   -   Small Salem HOG Rocker $10.00  

Salem Chapter Pin $10.00 

How Can I Get the Newsletter? 

There are three ways for you to get the newsletter:  

1) Pick it up at the monthly meeting,     2) See the full color version on the web site www.salemhog.org,  

3) You can’t do #1 or #2— it can be mailed to you. If you would like it mailed, contact the newsletter  


